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ZINC IS A $34 BILLION 
PER YEAR MARKET
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1. Zinc is a $34 billion per year market. It’s bigger than the silver 
($18 billion), platinum ($8 billion), and molybdenum ($5 billion) markets 
combined. In fact, it is the fourth-most used metal worldwide.

2. Zinc is also crucial to produce many alloys today. For example, 
brass is used for musical instruments and hardware applications that must 
resist corrosion. Solder and nickel-silver are other important alloys.

3. The metal is crucial for batteries. Zinc-air, silver-zinc, zinc-bromine, 
and alkaline batteries all use zinc, and they enable everything from 
hearing aids to military applications to be possible.

4. Galvanizing is still the most important use. About 50% of  the 
metal is used in galvanizing, which is essentially a way to coat steel or iron 
so that it doesn’t rust.

5. China is both a major producer and end-user. China mined 37% 
of  the world’s 13.4 million tonnes of  zinc production in 2015. It consumed 
47% of  the world’s supply that same year.

6. Major mines have been shutting down. In 2016, China ordered 
the shutdown of  26 lead and zinc mines in parts of  the Hunan province 
for environmental reasons. Meanwhile, Ireland’s Lisheen Mine and 
Australia’s Century Mine both shut down last year after being depleted 
of  resources. That takes 630,000 tonnes of  annual production off  the 
table.

7. Stockpiles are dwindling. Warehouse levels are less than half  of  
where they were in 2013.

8. Zinc has been one of the best performing metals in 2016 
in terms of price. It started the year around $0.70/lb, but now it 
trades for $1.04/lb.



AS CLOSE AS YOUR BACKYARD
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Zinc (Zn), atomic number 30 on the 
Periodic Table, is a very versatile 
element and is sought after by the 
mining industry. Zinc is a natural 
component of the earth and inherent 
in our environment. Zinc is present not 
only in rock and soil, but also in air, 
water and the biosphere. Even 
plants, animals and humans contain 
zinc. The many industrial uses for zinc 
(Zn) create a strong global demand 
for the metal from major producers 
in Asia, Australia, and the 
Americas. You can find forms of zinc 
in many different products, including: 
creams and lotions, rubber tires, 
paint, roofing materials, automobiles, 
ships, and aircraft, as well as 
building structures. If you’re on the 
beach, in the air, on the road, or 
staying at home, you are probably 
surrounded by zinc. 

G A R D E N  TO O L S PA T I O  F U R N I T U R E P O O L S

C H I L D R E N S  T OY S P L AY G R O U N D S G A R AG E  D O O R S

F E N C I N G R O O F I N G M E T A L  B U I L D I N G S



ZINC AS AN ENERGY MINERAL
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Metal-air batteries have a pure-metal anode 
and an ambient air cathode. As the cathode 
typically makes up most of the weight in a 
battery, having one made of air is a major 
advantage. There are many possibilities for the 
metal, but lithium, aluminum, zinc, sodium remain 
the forerunners. Most experimental work uses 
oxygen as the cathode to prevent the metal 
from reacting with CO2 in the air, because 
capturing enough oxygen in the ambient air is a 
major challenge. Furthermore, most metal-air or 
metal-oxygen prototypes have problems with 
cyclability and lifetime.

The use of Zinc (Zi) in an alloy with 
aluminum changes its properties in such a 
way that the alloy can be hardened as 
well as softened by the use of heat. The 
resulting temper designation is indicated 
by a letter number combination following 
the alloy numbers. These lightweight 
alloys are critical to the development of 
electic vehicles and aircraft.

METAL-AIR BATTERIES ALUMINUM ALLOYS

E L E C T R I C  C A R S H Y B R I D  C A R S A I R C R A F T



MATAGAMI RIVER ZINC PROJECT
LOCATION MAP
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• Archean Sedex-
type Zn-Pb-Ag-Au

• Located 12 km 
North of Argo 
Gold Inc.’s (ARQ) 
Hurdman Zn-Pb-
Ag-Au Sedex 
Deposit

• Road accessible, 
located 50 km NE 
of Kapuskasing, 
NE Ontario



REGIONAL GEOLOGY
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• 7km trend hosting 5 
historic Zinc 
Occurrences

• Hosted in gneissic 
sediments, tuffs and 
iron formation 
within the Quetico
Subprovince

• Mineralization is: 
• Associated cherty-

iron formation 
horizons

• Strong EM 
geophysical 
response

• 100% overburden 
cover (5-20m thick), 
has hindered 
historic exploration 



PROPERTY MAP
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• Property comprises 
14 claims, (3,300 
hectares)

• Property is 
accessible via a 
network of logging 
roads

• Property is 12km 
north of Argo 
Gold’s Hurdman 
project



NEARBY WORLD CLASS
BASE METAL MINES
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Kidd Creek (Active) >110 Million tonnes @ 2.3% Cu, 6.6% Zn, 0.24% Pb, 94g/t Ag

Horne (Historic) 54 Million tonnes @ 2.2% Cu, 13g/t Ag, 6.1g/t Au

Busquet/LaRonde (Active) >60 Million tonnes @ 0.3% Cu, 2.0% Zn, 43g/t Ag, 4.3g/t Au

Geco (Historic) 58 Million tonnes @ 1.9% Cu, 3.5% Zn, 50g/t Ag

Selbaie (Historic) 53 Million tonnes @ 1.0% Cu, 2.0% Zn, 41g/t Ag, 0.6g/t Au

Mattagami Lake (Historic) 26 Million tonnes @ 0.6% Cu, 8.2% Zn, 21g/t Ag, 0.4g/t Au



MINERALIZATION
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First drilled by Canico (Inco) in 1966
 Airborne EM & Mag, followed by ground VLF

 11 holes drilled (1,604m) 

 5 holes hit significant zinc mineralization

 2.28% Zn over 13.7m, inc. 10% Zn over 0.12m (BH 
32325)

 2.19% Zn over 3.8 (BH 32311)

 2.83% Zn over 2.9m (BH 32332)

 0.50% Zn over 8.2m (BH 32320)

 2.90% Zn over 0.4m (BH 23228)

• Disseminated to semi-massive sphalerite, pyrrhotite, pyrite, 
trace chalcopyrite, and galena

• Only copper-zinc analyzed in 1966
• Copper generally <0.3%

• Lead only analyzed in one hole (BH32332)

• Up to 1.21% Pb with 1.4% Zn

• No Gold or Silver analysis in 1966

FOLLOW UP IN THE 1990’S
•Revisited by Inco in 1991-93

• 153 km grid cut, ground Mag, 
HLEM

• 43 overburden RC holes
• Till mineralogy did not reflect local 

bedrock

• Inco was hunting for “elephants”, 
based on 1993 results it dropped 
the project



RECENT WORK
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Eloro Resources Ltd. 2008
• Flew Geotech VTEM Survey, 456 line km (100m spacing)
• Fall 2008 Financial Crash resulted in no DDH testing of anomalies
• Eloro sold the project in 2011, claims were subsequently allowed to lapse



ARGO’S GOLD
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HURDMAN PROJECT
• Inherited the project from Blue Vista Technologies who acquired it from Eloro 

Resources Ltd. in 2011
• Very similar geology to Mattagami River Zinc Project
• Sedex-type Zn-Pb-Ag-Au deposit

• Has undergone upper amphibolite-granulite facies metamorphism and 
deformation

• 121 historic holes (14,463m)
• Including 47 holes (6,809m) drilled by Eloro in 2006-08

• Better intersections range from 2-5% Zn and 10-40 g/t Ag over 10-30m 
• 2-6g/t Au over 0.5-1.0m, (up to 49g/t Au over 0.45m) adjacent to Zn zones

• Open Pit Potential



ARGO’S GOLD
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HURDMAN
DIAMOND
DRILLING



ARGO’S GOLD
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COARSE-GRAINED, RECRYSTALLIZED 
SPHALERITE- PYRRHOTITE-PYRITE



SUMMARY & 
CAPITAL STRUCTURE
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• Mattagami River Zinc is a road-accessible drill-ready project

• Recent 2008 VTEM survey identified several new targets

• 1966 discovery holes have never been followed-up

• 7 km trend has potential for large tonnage

• Potential for significant Pb, Ag & Au 

• Has a well-developed geological model based on Argo Gold’s nearby Hurdman project

Recent Share Price $0.10
Market Cap. $1,142,955
Issued 11,429,548 
Mattagami Zinc Property 6,500,00
Proposed Financing ($300K @$0.05/Share) 6,000,000

Fully Diluted 23,929,548

SUMMARY

CAPITAL STRUCTURE



Certain statements herein may contain forward-looking information within the meaning of applicable securities laws. Forward-looking information
appears in a number of places and can be identified by the use of words such as “intends” or variations of such words and phrases or statements that
certain actions, events or results “may”, “could”, “would”, “might” or “will” be taken, occur or be achieved. Forward-looking information include, but
are not limited to, statements regarding the Company’s exploration plans with respect to the Property and the estimation of oil reserves and are
subject to such forward-looking risks, benefits of the recent acquisitions, uncertainties and other factors which may cause the Company’s actual results,
performance or achievements, or industry results, to be materially different from any future results, performance or achievements expressed or
implied by such forward-looking information. Such risks include oil price volatility, change in equity markets, the uncertainties involved in interpreting
geological data, increase in costs and exchange rate fluctuations and other risks involved in the oil exploration and development industry as well as
those risk factors discussed under “Risk Factors” in the Company’s MD&A available at www.sedar.com. There can be no assurance that a forward-
looking information referenced herein will prove to be accurate, as actual results and future events could differ materially from those anticipated in
such statements or information. Also, many of the factors are beyond the control of Smooth Rock Ventures. Accordingly, readers should not place
undue reliance on forward-looking information. All forward-looking information herein are qualified by this cautionary statement. The Company does
not undertake to update such forward-looking information except in accordance with applicable securities laws.

F O R WA R D  LO O K I N G  S TAT E M E N T S
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CONTACTS

Jeffery Cocks or Michael Dake
Office:   888 909-5548
Info@smoothrockventures.com

For more information please visit us at:    
HTTP://SMOOTHROCKVENTURES.COM
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